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A tutor should approach each tutoring session with a positive attitude. By opening with a 
statement such as, “What are we working on today?” the tutor can shift the personal roles from a 
strictly didactic situation to a more equal approach in which both the tutor and tutee will equally 
participate. Ideally, a successful session will begin with establishing expectations for both the 
tutor and tutee. I encourage my students to separate themselves from the writing when revising 
and editing in order to evaluate the work more critically. I explain that the work is separate from 
their own identities and that the critique of the writing is not a critique on one as a person but 
simply one step in creating a stronger written piece. I like to use a whiteboard and marker to 
illustrate my points and have the tutee use his or her own pen or pencil to make corrections to the 
essay. I feel this indirect guidance not only allows the tutee to take responsibility for the writing, 
but also trains the tutee in how to edit and revise his or her own writing. 

The writing tutor should act as a translator for the tutee. Often, the tutee has an understanding of 
what he or she is attempting to do but is experiencing a type of mental block or inability to focus 
those thoughts. One activity that I enjoy is putting all materials to the side and asking the tutee to 
simply talk to me. I jot down his or her exact wording when it pertains to the main components 
of the essay. When I smile and turn around the whiteboard, tutees are usually quite shocked that 
the words are their own and flow together in unity and cohesion. By listening, the active tutor 
can act as a translator for the tutee, which not only assists him or her in overcoming potential 
writing blocks but also instills confidence and the ability to start doing this on his or her own 
without the tutor’s guidance. 

A caring tutor should check-in with his tutee every so often during the session to evaluate the 
tutee’s response to the critiques. By pausing every few paragraphs and asking, “How are you 
doing? What questions can I answer before we move on to the next section?” the tutor can avoid 
overloading the tutee with information and is better able to guide the session to best meet the 
tutee’s needs. Providing short breaks like this also gives the tutee a moment to mentally digest 
the information the tutor has given. A receptive mind is better able to soak in new information 
and reevaluate the situation than one that is rushed and overwhelmed. Reassurance that writing 
will become easier with practice, that the fear of grammar will eventually fade away, and that the 
all-too-present sense of apprehension and nervousness will give way to comfort and confidence 
helps the tutee to understand that we, as writers, have been there, too. By the conclusion of a 
successful session, the tutee should leave the center feeling more confident and capable of his or 
her own writing.

The tutor, and by extension the Writing Center itself, should not simply focus on creating a 
stronger essay but rather on creating a stronger writer. By sharing various writing techniques that 
cater to each student’s needs, the tutor can assist the student in reaching his or her potential as a 
writer. The Writing Center should act as a gateway to a better understanding of composition and 
academic writing for the student and should prepare the student for not only the next essay in a 
class, but for the rest of his or her academic career.  


