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Being able to communicate ideas in a 
logical and reasonable fashion is a skill 
honed through practice. English 101 is a 
course designed to teach the writer how 
to research and hone these rhetorical 
skills in anticipation of academic 
coursework.  
 
We will focus on efficient 
communication of our ideas, as well as 
the collection, organization, and 
comprehension of outside resources as 
we produce strong and effective critical 
writing.  We will work to develop 
student skills in evaluation of source 
material and how best to use source 
material to support original 
compositions. We will practice 
“entering the conversation” through 
numerous class discussions conducted in 
an equal and respectful environment in 
which we will exchange ideas and 
practice expressing ourselves with logic, 
coherence, and respect. 
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Additional student learning 
outcomes include: 
1. Comprehend and analyze 
introductory academic texts.  
2. Access and employ information 
from ACC databases.  
3. Evaluate sources.  
4. Cite research appropriately.  
5. Create a cohesive written text.  
6. Develop a written work, 
demonstrating all stages of the 
writing process.  
7. Use the formal conventions of 
academic writing.  
 

Course Description & Objectives 

Instructor Info: 
Dr. Khristeena Lute 

lutek@sunyacc.edu 

CRW, Scoville 

Office Hours:  

Monday, 10-11, Wilton 

Tuesday, 9:30-11, 1-2pm 

Thursday, 9:30-11, 1-2pm 

And by appointment.  

 

Silvia, Paul. How to Write a Lot: 
A Practical Guide for Productive 
Academic Writing, American 
Psychological Association, 
2007. ISBN-13: 978-1591477433 
 
Goodson, Patricia. Becoming an 
Academic Writer: 50 Exercises for 
Paced, Productive, and Powerful 
Writing, SAGE Publications, 
2016. ISBN-13: 978-1483376257  
 
 
Multiple Articles and 
Handouts from scholars in the 
field.   
 

Texts: 

* Regular and consistent 
access to ANGEL, SUNY  
email, and Banner. Students 
are responsible for 
maintaining accounts.  
* Regular and consistent 
access to a word processor. 
 

Additional Materials: 

Contents: 

Assignment Sequence……………2 

Policies…………………...………...3 

Grade Worksheet………...…..…..5 

Grading Rubric…………...…..…..6 

Schedule……………………………7 

Assignment Sheets………..………9 

Handouts…..……Posted in ANGEL 
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Summary and Response: Students will summarize 
an essay from a provided list, then provide their 
detailed responses to the essay.  Totals 15% of 
Course Grade. 

Book Review:  Students will each select a book about 
writing of their own choice and then create a 3-5 page 
book review. Part of this project includes a summary 
and response to the text as well as a rhetorical analysis. 
This project includes an in-class presentation that 
includes a handout. Totals 15% of Course Grade.  

Report: Students will research a topic or issue related 
to or within their prospective fields/disciplines. Totals 
15% of Course Grade.  
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Argumentative Essay: Students will write a formal, 
argumentative essay on the topic they explored for the 
report project. 6-8 pages. Totals 25% of Course 
Grade.  

Final Presentation/Exhibition: Students will 
prepare a exhibition of their argumentative essays. These 
exhibitions will be displayed “gallery-style” in place of a 
final exam. Students will then complete feedback forms in 
which they reflect on other student projects.  Totals 
10% of Course Grade.  
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Writing to Learn (WTL): Short, 

informal writings on various topics. 

These can be either announced or 

unannounced and can include: 

summaries, journal entries, 

responses to a prompt or question, 

letters, etc. Many of the WTL 

activities will grow into the larger 

assignments. The total for the entire 
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semester will be divided up evenly 

in point distribution (Ex: if there are 

20 WTL activities, each one is 1%; if 

there are 10, each one is 2%). Some 

WTL can be weighted, depending on 

the depth of the task. WTL cannot be 

made up in the case of absence. 
Totals 20% of the course grade. 

Assignment Sequence 
* To pass the course successfully, every single assignment must be submitted. 

* Any assignment not meeting the minimum requirement will receive a failing grade automatically. 

Grading Scale: 
(A) 93-100 
(B) 84-92 
(C) 74-83 
(D) 64-73 

(F) Below 64 

Grade Breakdown: 
LTW: 75% 
WTL: 20% 
Participation: 5% 
* A Grading Spreadsheet is 
attached to the end of the Syllabus 
for student use.  
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General Guidelines: 

Civility Statement: Be respectful. Disruptive behavior 
includes but is not limited to: intentionally antagonizing 
the instructor or other students, taking or making 
phone calls or texts in class, interrupting the instructor 
or other students, and anything to disrupt the class in 
any way. 

Attendance: Attendance is checked daily. Four (4) 
class absences for the entire semester are the maximum 
allowed; after that, the final grade will drop by 2 points 
for every absence until six (6). The course is failed 
at six (6) absences. The only exception to this rule is 
for university-sanctioned absences or military service. 
Only prior arrangements will excuse you from class. 
Doctor’s notes will not excuse you from class. 
It is your responsibility to schedule appointments 
around class. 
 
Tardiness: If you arrive more than 5 minutes late, you 
will be marked tardy. 4 tardies equals 1 absence. The 
same is true if you must leave 10 minutes or more early. 
 
Late Work Policy:  Late work will be accepted, but the 
assignment grade will be lowered by 1 letter grade per 
calendar day late. The one exception is the final 
project, which cannot be accepted if late due to grading 
deadlines. Late assignments will be submitted through 
Angel. One 48-hour late pass is available to each 
student for use anytime through the semester. Use this 
with caution. WTL exercises cannot be made up. 
 
Cell phones, etc: Keep cell phones silenced and either 
on your desk or put completely away. In the event that 
you must take a call or respond to a text, I expect you 
to politely excuse yourself and step out of the classroom to do so. 
Disengaged students throw the class pace off, as I 
cannot visually and quickly check their understanding 
of the lesson at hand. This may result in an overly slow 
or fast teaching pace.  
 
In-Class Work: We will be composing in class. During 
this time, I expect you to have the material required for 
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such (any research materials, pens, pencils, paper, 
laptop, etc.). Coming to class unprepared to take 
part in the lesson (i.e., not bringing a draft to draft 
workshop) will result in a lowered participation 
grade.  
  

Useful Resources: 
 

Center for Reading and Writing: 
The CRW is located on the first floor of Scoville, 
and on the web at 
http://library.sunyacc.edu/c.php?g=68143&p=43
9944 for students of all academic levels to receive 
valuable one-on-one assistance with their writing. 
Conferences are available by appointment (518) 
832-7603 or walk-in when available. Online 
sessions are also available. Book early as their 
schedule fills up quickly!  
 
Your Instructor! Come and see me for additional 
support-- that’s why we have office hours. :)  

 

 

 

 

Course Policies 



 

Syllabus 4 

English 101 Spring 2018 
 

Etiam eu ipsum. 
Donec ac arcu. 

- sodales. 

Attendance Statement: Students are expected to attend all classes and laboratory sessions or demonstrate 
active online participation, unless prevented by illness or other unavoidable situations. Class attendance is a 
critical component of your success in this course. Instructors are required to report students who stop attending 
a course for a sustained period. When this reporting happens, an X grade will be assigned and you will be 
withdrawn from the course. If you receive financial aid, this may reduce or cancel some or all of your grant 
and loan funds. You could be required to repay some or all of your financial aid and could lose your eligibility 
for future financial assistance. 
 
 Plagiarism: Learning to use source material responsibly will be a focus of this class. In your compositions 
and presentations, you must give credit for text, ideas, and images that did not originate with you. To avoid 
such penalties, always do your own work, and ask for help when you are using source material. You can get 
help in class, during my office hours, at the Center for Reading and Writing, or online at Purdue’s OWL.  

 
Students with Disabilities: 
Under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act, a post-secondary 
student with a disability who is in need of academic accommodations or auxiliary aids is required to notify the 
College of the nature of the disability and to provide appropriate documentation which supports the request 
for reasonable accommodations or auxiliary aids. Individuals who would like to self-identify with a disability 
(and have not already) or think they may have a disability and want to request accommodations should contact 
the Accessibility Services Office located in Scoville Learning Center or call (518) 743-2282 (voice and relay) for 
an appointment. 

 

 

Additional Policies 
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Grading Worksheet 

Directions: Use this sheet to keep track of your grades and attendance.  

Assignment and % of Final Grade: Possible Points: Points Earned: 

Summary & Response 15  

Book Review 15  

Report 15  

Argumentative Essay 25  

WTL Grades (Weighed evenly) 20  

Participation 5  

Course Total: 100  

Absences: (Free) (Free) (Free) (Free) (Grade Drop) (Fail) 

Tardies: (4 = 1 Absence)  

Semester Grade Total (including shifts for 
Absences): 
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Content Insightful analysis and 
content directly 
related to the evidence 
and supports thesis 
statement. 

Effective content and 
analysis directly 
related to the evidence 
and supports thesis 
statement. 

Simple and basic 
content and meaning 
relating to the 
evidence and supports 
thesis statement. 

Attempts but does not 
meet the basic 
assignment 
requirements. 

Organization Deliberate, purposeful 
and clear 
organization; essay 
reads as a unified 
whole; a well-
developed 
introduction that 
controls the paper; 
well-planned body 
paragraphs that weave 
examples and analysis 
to develop the points 
of the thesis; each 
paragraph has a 
directed focus; 
conclusion reinforces 
the thesis. 

Logical and clear 
organization; a 
developed 
introduction that 
establishes the focus 
of the paper; body 
paragraphs that 
balance examples and 
analysis to develop 
the thesis; each 
paragraph has a 
directed focus; 
conclusion sums up 
the paper. 

Clear but predictable 
or rudimentary 
organization; 
introduction is 
relevant to the prompt 
but may or may not 
focus the paper; has 
body paragraphs that 
include some 
examples and analysis 
to support the thesis; 
conclusion may 
merely restate the 
thesis or thesis ideas. 

Inadequate 
organization; includes 
an introduction; may or 
may not be organized 
in body paragraphs. 
Evidence either does 
not support the thesis 
or one or more 
elements are missing; 
not enough evidence. 
Does not give a 
finished feel to the 
essay/ is too brief, too 
abrupt, or is mere 
summary/ off-topic. 

Vocabulary Clear and effective 
style/ advanced 
vocabulary/ strong 
diction/ varied 
sentence 
structure/complex 
sentences/ uses 
descriptive language/ 
writing style 
demonstrate a high 
level of skill and 
control. 

Clear and effective 
style/ strong 
vocabulary/basic 
diction/ varied 
sentence 
structure/complex 
sentences/ writing 
style is fluent and 
controlled.  

Simplistic or 
imprecise word       
choice/ sentence 
structure is simple or 
sometimes awkward/ 
may lack sentence 
variety/ some 
repetition of wording 
may be present 

Inconsistent or 
ineffective/ sentences 
are short and choppy/ 
occasionally uses 
“you” to express 
opinion/ repetition of 
words or ideas 
throughout essay 

Grammar & 
Mechanics 

Few/no errors 
(demonstrates mastery 
over writing 
conventions) 

Few/some errors 
(demonstrates control 
of basic writing 
conventions) 

Includes errors that do 
not interfere with 
understanding 

Numerous errors that 
interfere with 
understanding/ hard to 
follow 

Basically… Exceeds the 
assignment criteria 
and shows the writer 
is mastering new 
skill set and is ready 
for more advanced 
challenges.  

Exceeds the 
assignment criteria 
and shows the writer 
is beginning to 
master skill sets. 

Meets the 
assignment criteria 
but does not exceed 
the expectations.  

Attempts but does 
not meet the 
assignment criteria. 

 

Grading Rubric 



 

 

Schedule 

Readings should be completed before the date listed. Any and all missed lessons, readings, assignments, etc. are 
the full responsibility of the student. 

Wk #: Date: Readings: Activities: 
1 M, 1/22 

 
Syllabus & Course Introduction, Summary & 
Response Assignment Sheet 
 

Introductions; Textbook exploration and course 
resources, placed in ANGEL for easy reference. 
Writing Reflection, Goal Setting 

 W, 1/24 Handout: Peter Elbow, Writing with Power, 
excerpt. 

How to do a close reading, How to create a 
reverse outline 

2 M, 1/29 Book Review Assignment Sheet (Presented 
early to allow for additional text purchase 
and reading time); Goodson, Chapter 1  

WTL, Discussion, Close Reading Exercise 

 W, 1/31 Goodson, Chapter 2 WTL, Discussion, Close Reading Exercise 
3 M, 2/5 Silvia, “Introduction”  WTL; Writing Workshop: Sample Intro and 

Outline 
 W, 2/7 Silvia, Chapter 2 WTL; Writing Workshop: Intro Due 
4 M, 2/12 Silvia, Chapter 3 WTL; Writing Workshop: Body Due 
 W, 2/13 Silvia, Chapter 4 WTL; Writing Workshop: Conclusions Due 
5 M, 2/19 Silvia, Chapter 5 WTL; S&R Drafts due in Class, Peer Feedback 
 W, 2/21 Silvia, Chapter 6 WTL; Writing Workshop Summary & Response 

Essay Due 
6 M, 2/26 Student-Professor Conferences: Students will sign up for a time slot and have a one-on-one 

meeting with the Professor.   W, 3/28 
7 M, 3/5 Silvia, Chapter 7 WTL; Writing Workshop: Intro and Body Due 
 W, 3/7 Silvia, Chapter 8 WTL : Writing Workshop: Conclusion Due 
8 M, 3/12 Spring Break 
 W, 3/14 
9 M, 3/19 (Presentations: No additional readings) WTL; Presentations on Book Review; Book 

Review Drafts Due 
 W, 3/21 Report Assignment Sheet 

Goodson, Chapter 3 
WTL; *Book Reviews Due; Brainstorming topics 
for Reports 

10 M, 3/26 Goodson, Chapter 4 WTL; How to Research; CRAP Test Activity 
 W, 3/28 Goodson, Chapter 5 WTL; Writing Workshop: Intro due 
11 M, 4/2 Goodson, Chapter 6 WTL, Review Citation Guides; Writing 

Workshop: Body due 
 W, 4/4 Goodson, Chapter 7 WTL; Writing Workshop: Conclusion due 
12 M, 4/9 (Peer Review: No additional readings) Writing Workshop: Report Drafts Due in Class 
 W, 4/11 Goodson, Chapter 8 * Reports Due in ANGEL by Midnight 
13 M, 4/16 Goodson, Chapter 9 WTL 
 W, 4/18 Goodson, Chapter 10 WTL;  
14 M, 4/23 (Peer Review: No additional readings) Writing Workshop; Argumentative Essay 

Drafts Due in Class 
 W, 4/25 Goodson, Chapter 11 *Argumentative Essay Due in ANGEL by 

Midnight 
15 M, 4/30 (No additional readings) WTL: Discuss Multimodal Texts 
 W, 5/2 Gallery Style Exhibition and Feedback Forum (Exhibitions Due) 
16 M, 5/7 STUDY DAY: NO CLASS—Visit the CRW’s Academic Write-In!  
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Summary & Response: Assignment Sheet 

Important Information: 

Due Date: 

2/21 

How to Submit the 
Assignment: 

ANGEL Dropbox 

Instructor Office Hours: 

Monday, 10-11, Wilton 

Tuesday, 9:30-11, 1-2pm 

Thursday, 9:30-11, 1-2pm 

And by appointment 

Part of our goals in English 101 is to practice expressing our own 
ideas effectively and in an academic manner. For this project, you 
will select one chapter from Paul Silvia’s How to Write a Lot to 
summarize and provide a response. You will then write a 3-4 page 
properly formatted essay in which you will summarize the 
chapter (this section should be brief) and then respond with your 
own thoughts about the chapter, referring to the text throughout 
the essay. You may choose to write about the content (the actual 
topic of discussion) or the rhetoric of the writer (how the writer has 
presented his/her ideas). This second section (the response section) 
should make up the larger part of the essay. 
 
Be sure to include multiple references to the chapter as you 
respond. These references could be short, direct quotes, a brief 
paraphrase, or a simple reference (Example: “Silvia refers to the 
idea that...but this idea has not been considered in terms of...”).  
 
A note on style: Because we want you to be able to transfer your 
skills from 101 to your other classes, you may choose the format 
style to use for this essay, but you must choose and follow a 
style. Whether that is MLA, APA, Chicago, Nutrition, etc. is up to 
you; just let me know somewhere on the essay so I can help you fine 
tune the formatting.  
 
You may also use any class discussion to kickstart your essay. Any 
article/essay that sparked your thoughts or if you have more to say 
to the conversation we start in class would be great places to start!  
 
*Note about length: The full 3-4 pages of text are expected as a 
crucial component of the assignment. 2.5 pages DO NOT equal 3 
pages of text.  
 
Process vs. Product: Because we place just as much emphasis on the 
process of writing as we do on the final product, half of this grade 
will come from “Process Checks” done in class before the due date 
of the assignment. 
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Book Review: Assignment Sheet 

Important Information: 

Due Date: 

3/21 

Sample Essays: 

Purdue OWL provides several 
types of Annotated Bibs to serve 
as samples. A sample Proposal 
and Annotated Bib will be 
uploaded to ANGEL.  

How to Submit the Essay: 

You can either bring a hard copy 
of your finished essay to class on 
the due date or upload your essay 
to the ANGEL dropbox before 
class on the due date.  

Late essays will be docked 1 letter 
grade per calendar day late. 

Instructor Office Hours: 

Monday, 10-11, Wilton 

Tuesday, 9:30-11, 1-2pm 

Thursday, 9:30-11, 1-2pm 

And by appointment 

As we develop as tutors, we also develop as writers, readers, and 
educators. We begin to see others and ourselves through new eyes. 
 
For this project, students will read a book on writing or composition 
of their choice. The instructor will provide a list of possibilities, but 
students may propose additional selections, as long as the selections 
meet the purpose of the assignment.  
 
Students will then create a 3-5 page book review in which they 
discuss the content and structure of the book as well as discuss their 
responses to the text. The paper should include these subsections: 
 

1. Summary of the Structure: How long is the book? How are 
the chapters organized? Who is the intended audience? 

2. Summary of the Text: Exactly what does the writer say to 
his/her audience? 

3. Response to the Text: What are your thoughts about the 
text or content? Back up your response with textual 
evidence. Remember to keep this response very focused 
and specific.  

 

* Warning: If a writer provides a generic book review that does 
not prove to the reader that the writer truly interacted with the 
text, then that review is not a successful one.   

 

Process vs. Product: Because we place just as much emphasis on the 
process of writing as we do on the final product, half of this grade 
will come from “Process Checks” done in class before the due date 
of the assignment. 
 
This project will include a small, in-class presentation. The 
presenter will provide his/her classmates with a handout as s/he 
presents their book.  
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Report: Assignment Sheet 

Important Information: 

Due Date: 

4/11 

Sample Essays: 

Located in ANGEL 

How to Submit the Essay: 

ANGEL Dropbox 

Late essays will be docked 1 letter 
grade per calendar day late. 

Instructor Office Hours: 

Monday, 10-11, Wilton 

Tuesday, 9:30-11, 1-2pm 

Thursday, 9:30-11, 1-2pm 

And by appointment 

So far, we have covered Summary and Response and various 
methods of reading skills. Now, we will investigate Reports and 
Arguments, two genres that often confused with one another. First, 
we will create reports, then writers will revise the report and turn it 
into an argument. Let’s get started! 
 
Each writer will select a topic of interest in pop culture. The writer 
will research the topic, select appropriate sources and materials, and 
construct a 3-4 page report explaining the topic to the reader.  
 
Sources should all be carefully selected and vetted with the CRAAP 
test covered in class. Writers should take care to not let the voice of 
the source materials drown out their own voices, but rather, these 
sources should accentuate the writers’ own writing. For use in class, 
writers should have easy-access to the source material. Works Cited 
pages will also need to be created to document each source.  
 
The Report Assignment is different from the Argument Assignment 
in that reports do not express a clear argument about the topic; they 
simply report the situation (including all sides and positions) in clear 
detail. In the Argument Assignment later in the semester, we will 
carefully add the writers’ opinions and stances.  
 
Process vs. Product: Because we place just as much emphasis on the 
process of writing as we do on the final product, half of this grade 
will come from “Process Checks” done in class before the due date 
of the assignment. 

 
List of Resources: 
CRW: Brainstorm and/or polish your writing. 
Purdue OWL: For formatting and sample essays. 
SUNY Adirondack Library—both in person (Research Librarians) 
and the website 
Your instructor! Come by during office hours or email for an 
appointment! I’m always happy to help. 
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Argumentative Essay: Assignment Sheet 

Important Information: 

Due Date: 

4/25 

Sample Essays: 

Located in ANGEL 

How to Submit the Essay: 

ANGEL Dropbox 

Instructor Office Hours: 

Monday, 10-11, Wilton 

Tuesday, 9:30-11, 1-2pm 

Thursday, 9:30-11, 1-2pm 

And by appointment 

 

We created our reports and conducted our research. Now, let’s 
place ourselves into the topic and argue a point or side within these 
reports. 
 
Each writer selected a topic of interest. The writer researched the 
topic, selected appropriate sources and materials, and constructed a 
5 page report explaining the topic to the reader.  
 
The Report Assignment was different from the Argument 
Assignment in that reports do not express an opinion about the 
topic; they simply report the situation (including all sides and 
positions) in clear detail.  
 
Now, in the Argument Assignment, we will carefully add the 
writers’ opinions and stances. Writers should be extremely careful to 
avoid logical fallacy (see class handouts, or research online for 
reminders about logical fallacies).  
 
Process vs. Product: Because we place just as much emphasis on the 
process of writing as we do on the final product, half of this grade 
will come from “Process Checks” done in class before the due date 
of the assignment. 
 
Extra Credit Opportunity: Make an appointment with the CRW. 
Take your essay for review with a tutor, and write 1 1 page 
summary and reflection about the session. What worked? What 
didn’t? Turn in the reflection with the argumentative essay. 
 
List of Resources: 
CRW: Brainstorm and/or polish your writing. 
Purdue OWL: For formatting and sample essays. 
Your instructor! Come by during office hours or email for an 
appointment! I’m always happy to help. 
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Final Exhibition: Assignment Sheet 

Important Information: 

Due Date: 

5/2 

Sample Essays: 

Located in ANGEL 

How to Submit the Essay: 

ANGEL Dropbox 

** This assignment CANNOT be 
accepted late due to grading 
deadlines.** 

Instructor Office Hours: 

Monday, 10-11, Wilton 

Tuesday, 9:30-11, 1-2pm 

Thursday, 9:30-11, 1-2pm 

And by appointment 

 

In place of a traditional final exam, students will demonstrate their 
rhetorical abilities as both creators and readers in a gallery-style 
exhibit. By this, I mean that the final exhibition grade is split 
between 2 major components: the student’s project and his/her 
feedback and critique of other projects. 

Student Exhibition/Project: Students will create a multimodal 
exhibit of their argumentative papers. The project may be digital or 
not, depending on student preference. Examples include but are not 
limited to: posters, trifold posters, Powerpoint/Emaze/Prezi (But 
student must arrange for content to be shared/projected), etc.  

Feedback and Critique: Students must also complete a critique 
form for 4 other student projects. This critique must demonstrate 
the student’s ability to rhetorically analyze the project at hand as 
well as provide valuable and collegial feedback.  


